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Dear Colleagues,
Dear Partners,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Mayor,

First of all, I would like to welcome you to Avignon University within the Uneecc Conference and say that Avignon University puts culture as a main issue of its institutional policy connected with its fundamental missions (research and education), in dialogue with its partners in the region, in particular the Avignon Festival and its emblematic monuments such as the Popes’Palace and the Avignon bridge thanks to its famous song "Sur le pont d'Avignon" translated into several languages ​​and part of the intangible cultural heritage in Provence.
So, culture is everywhere in Avignon and inside the university thanks to its research laboratories in medieval history and archaeology, cultural interpretation, civilization and languages ​​and in theatre studies but also thanks to its Master's degrees in museum studies, cultural practices, translation, cultural transfer, languages ​​and society but also in cultural heritage and digital issues.
Avignon University is also a leading university in the field of culture (research, education, partnerships) thanks to flagship initiatives for opening up to society and cultural institutions in the region: for example, the inauguration last spring of the Creative Villa as a flagship location for excellence in research and innovation dedicated to cultural actors (residents) and creative industries, as well as research grants for researchers in residence in performing arts institutions.
Besides, Avignon University is fully committed to European cultural issues:
· I can mention the audience survey conducted by two colleagues from Avignon University in collaboration with the Avignon Town Hall as part of 2025 celebration Avignon 2025, land of culture;

· A European day that we are organizing on November 14, 2025 with Relais Culture Europe on the theme of setting up a European cultural project "Creative Europe" to better understand the opportunities for European funding and the original "University - Cultural Institution" partnership.

· Furthermore, Avignon University is an active member of the MIN4CI Partnership Foundation called “Mediterranean Innovative Narratives for Cultural and Creative Industries Foundation” which was created by University Côte d'Azur, Aix-Marseille University, Avignon University, and the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur Region to combine their strengths in the field of cultural and creative activities. Website: https://min4ci.org 

· The regional consortium MIN4CI is a recipient of funding from the EIT Culture & Creativity, supported by the European Commission. This European program is an institutional partnership dedicated to helping European cultural and creative sectors and industries become more sustainable, resilient, and competitive. Website: https://eit-culture-creativity.eu

· Launched in 2023, EIT Culture & Creativity is part of Europe’s largest innovation network, comprising over 61 European partners across 21 countries. EIT Culture & Creativity fosters lasting connections between research, industry, academia, and cultural institutions.

· Within EIT Culture & Creativity, the MIN4CI Partnership Foundation focuses on culture through the lens of digital, ecological, and social transitions, using two Strategic Topic Groups (STGs): NEB & Design and Cultural Heritage.

Thank you for your attention and I whish you a very nice UNeECC Conference in Avignon. 
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