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Good morning everyone,
Welcome to Avignon University !

It is a great pleasure for us to host this annual conference, particularly with the topic  of CULTURAL BRIDGING which so perfectly reflects the deep identity of our university and our city.

Avignon is a city of history and culture,  just like its university.
History as a medieval city : I hope you'll have some time to visit the Pope’s Palace, but the popes of Avignon didn't just decide to stay in Avignon, they also decided to create a university to rival the Sorbonne, which they considered too dependent on the King of France. I like this idea that our university was born out of a movement for emancipation, but now it is better : relations with Paris and the central government are much more peaceful. Nevertheless, as you know, academic freedom and the independence of universities are still the subject of constant fight, not particularly in Avignon or France, but everywhere, because it is the sine qua non to play their essential role. Freedom and independence are absolutely necessary for the enrichment of knowledge, the opening up of education, for democraty and, more generally, for understanding how the world works, where it comes from, where it is going, and where it should go. The main mission of the university is to prepare for the future, both the individual future of our students and our collective future. Limiting academic freedom means limiting our collective ability to meet the great challenges we face.

Culture is a powerful tool in achieving this mission – and, for us, at Avignon University, a major component of our scientific identity, both in University research activities and in its educational programs. It is also at the heart of student life in Avignon. We believe that culture is essential not only to become an effcient worker, but also to be a conscious and fulfilled citizen. Culture emancipates. It opens up the world and the others. It makes society possible. For us, culture is not only in the university’s DNA: it is at the core of the environment that the university must offer to its students, in order to contribute to their success beyond their professional integration.


The last point concerns Europe. We live in an uncertain, unstable, and anxiety-inducing world. This global context impacts at all scales and adds to potential national or local difficulties. You probably know that the situation in France could be better. This shows how much we need Europe.  We don't need to dream that Europe will come and save us from an aggressive world. We must build Europe on solid, common foundations: those of respect for others, knowledge rather than belief, creativity, culture, and science... A Europe that is not Kafka's house, but a safe and vast space for initiatives and opportunities, which integrates territories as they are and as they want to be.
This conference contributes to all of this, which is why we are so delighted to welcome you here today.

Thank you very much for being here, and thank you to everyone who helped organize this event, especially Françoise, who worked a lot to make this annual conference a success.
Have a good stay in Avignon !
